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Scientists must communicate to the masses.
- in the language that:they urideistand; the -
benefits of the bio-technology. xRegulatory
. policies need to get more‘transparent if ap-—
prehensmns about GMOs are to- tfeared

a & hey ve now turned from debate to the e

«‘only’ talk of the town - the GMO’s (Genet:

ically modified organisms)- be it geneti-

| cally redesigned food. crops orivaceines. Even-as..

" 'the'patrons of biotechnology -industry and aca-
demia-included, aretrying their best tocon- ;
vinice the genersil’.piipliqlabtJut-.ﬂle'beriéﬁts-of?r W
the technology; and faimers rights activists,
NGO’s and so many others, aréattempting to

“drive home the threats-of -an-alien’invasion into
agriculture, one wonders:whether the debate is
worth the time? or is ‘talking about something -

-you don't know’, afancy that. the world has tak
ento? . -

. .#'While on the’ lookout for answers, Decm

. Herald-met Dr:Sivramiah “Shanthu” Shan - -

- tharam, President of Biologistics Intemaﬁonai-
Formerly, Regulatory Compliance Manager at-*
Plant‘Sciences Division, Syngenta Basel, =+ -
Switzerland, he was responsible fordeveloping
public affairs and commwﬁcatiom-sfrategiew 4

- for two important biotechnology:projectswiz:
Golden Rice and Rice Genome Sequerice Dafa
Projects. Prior tojoining Syngenta; SHanthit - .
was employed with the US Department Agncul
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keep in mind the returns

C'all - ,__ R s
portant that cla icatlcms are sought How -
~else can one be con\nnced whether what 1s hemg

'Dr shanthu Shantharain

given to them is; good or bad or ugly? What is

= fifgtneeded is'an understanding of-GMOs are. *
- "Whatkind of technology is being applied for

their creation? ‘And, whether inthe true sense .

~they cause the kind ‘of harm that are alleged to?
“Tado, that one needs to communmate we]l Flrst

"should not be a _c \

forfield trial
e product ha

ﬁct's'or drugs ot ny other product of utility -

_ bad stuff is antomatically rejected by the con-

| - sumers. The simple fact that such rejections

- ~havenot happened toany GMO proves that they
_-are guality products 4
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